7 ECOtourism
~ Melanesia

EM27 - TAURI RIVER FISHING WITH THE LOCALS PACKAGE FOR INDEPENDENT TRAVELLERS
6 nights ex-Port Moresby

The unspoiled Tauri River is only a 3 hour drive from Port Moreshy. The river plays host to a small number of
riverside hamlets who live off the abundant freshwater species in the river. Upstream, catfish are prevalent
while barramundi and mangrove jack can be taken in the estuary. This budget fishing package takes you into
the homes and dugout canoes of local people and gives you an opportunity to live off the river catch as they
do. The locals cook and eat their catch fresh, or smoke the fish to preserve them.

Dry season from May to December is the best time to visit, as rainy season flooding from January to April can
make the waters unsuitable for fishing and difficult for canoeing.

Although the locals now also make use of small motor boats to move up and down the river - and go fishing -
this tour package sticks to paddle canoes and shore fishing both to keep the cost down and to give you a more
interactive, traditional fishing experience.

Mosquitoes are a problem in this area at night, so we carry appropriate netting and insect-proof tents.

PACKAGE PRICE (LAND ONLY*): all prices are per person

Group of 1 Group of 2 Group of 3 Group of 4+
Core package 6 nights PGK 7,243 PGK 4,636 PGK 3,624 PGK 3,171
Extra night Tauri River canoe fishing PGK 600 PGK 500 PGK 450 PGK 425
Extra night Port Moresby (3.5 or 4 star PGK 500 PGK 250 pp PGK 200 pp PGK 250 pp
hotel, room only) (single) (twin share) (triple share) (twin share)
Optional half day or full day tour of PGK 750 PGK 450 PGK 350 PGK 300
Port Moresby or Sogeri, includes lunch

*These rates are quoted in our local currency PNG Kina (PGK). To calculate package quotes in other currencies, use
the exchange rates shown on our website home page www.em.com.pg

PACKAGE INCLUSIONS:
* airport meet and greet, short city tour
* return road transfers from Port Moresby to Tauri River by public transport, with Ecotourism Melanesia
company staff to accompany you
* trained English-speaking local guide at Tauri River, with one assistant guide per canoe to help with
paddling and fishing.
e accommodation in village huts. Includes mat or mattress, tropical sleeping bag, mosquito net
* village style meals supplemented with dry rations. Scones and fruit for breakfast, canned meat or beans
with crackers, boiled eggs, dried fruit etc for lunch, and FISH (fried, baked, coconut curried etc) with
local vegetables for dinner. Food is prepared by your local village guides.
* clean drinking water (boiled rainwater, or commercial bottled water)
* 6 days native canoe hire with an assistant guide in each canoe to help you paddle and fish (1 large
outrigger canoe per visitor)
life jacket (sit on it in the canoe if you don’t want to wear it)
first aid kit, mobile satellite phone
local landowner access fees and tips
basic fishing gear including hand lines with hooks and sinkers. Everything else (filleting etc) is done using
village style without special gear. Bring your own rods, spinners and other specialist tackle if you insist,
but the locals seem to catch lots of fish with just basic hand lines.
* destination information including maps and fishing guide
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* tour monitoring and 24-hour assistance

EXCLUSIONS:
airfares

ITINERARY:

DAY 1:

DAY 2:

DAY 3:

DAY 4:

tips, souvenirs, personal items
meals not specified as included eg breakfast on Day 1 and dinner on Day 7
additional excursions in excess of those specified in the itinerary

PORT MORESBY / TERAPO BRIDGE

Arrive Port Moresby on morning flight. Ecotourism Melanesia staff will meet and
greet you on arrival, take you for a brief drive around the city and then help
you board a local public passenger truck (PMV) for the drive to Tauri River.
Two of our guides, plus a few boxes of supplies and equipment, will accompany
you on the truck. The road trip to Tauri River takes between 3 and 4 hours
depending on the current road condition, the weather, and any stops en route.
Arrive Terapo Bridge around midday. Lunch at Makara Village Guest House.

Our local fishing guide will give you a crash course in paddling native dugout
canoes and then you will spend the afternoon and early evening fishing the
Tauri River estuary (Port Chalmers) where mangrove jack and barramundi are
likely to be taken. There is a myriad of small creeks which feed into the
estuary, and any of these can be explored for bites. Some saltwater species
like bream, salmon and mullet are also possible. Your fishing guide will keep
you away from heavily fished areas close to the nearby large village of
Moveave. Your fishing canoe will be closely followed by a support canoe with
some refreshments, spare fishing gear and a change of clothes in case you
happen to capsize your canoe or get swamped by a wave at the river mouth.
For groups of two or more, we supply one canoe and one guide per visitor.

Overnight Makara Village Guest House. (Barramundi or mangrove jack for
dinner)

TERAPO BRIDGE

Second day paddling, exploring and fishing the Tauri River mouth and
associated canals and mangrove labyrinths. Visit nearby Moveave village which
is said to be the largest village in Papua New Guinea. See ladies washing and
preparing sago, the staple food of the Gulf Province.

Overnight Makara Village Guest House. (Barramundi or mangrove jack for
dinner)

TOVALA CREEK

Rise early and paddle up Tovala Creek, a tributary of the Tauri River, for still
water fishing in a secret area of brackish / swamp water where black bass and
tilapia are in abundance.

Overnight jungle hut. (Black bass or tilapia for dinner).

TOVALA CREEK
Second day of creek and swamp fishing in the Tovala Creek area. Your guide
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DAY 5:

DAY 6:

DAY 7:

TRIP NOTES:

will take you to his secret spots. Fish from your canoe or from the shore, or
standing on a log in the creek.

Overnight jungle hut. (Black bass or tilapia for dinner).

TOVALA CREEK / LOWER TAURI RIVER

This morning, continue fishing the creek and then hike overland to the Tauri
River (some of the village boys will paddle the canoes back to Makara Guest
House).

The overland hike takes about 2 hours and passes through classic virgin swamp
and jungle. You will get to see a variety of birds, lizards, butterflies and other
insects but there are no large mammals in this area.

The hike brings you out at Hauta, a family hamlet right on the main river
bank.

This afternoon, try some line fishing with heavy sinkers from the bank to bring
up some catfish from the bottom of the fast-flowing river.

Paddling is quite a chore around here with the current running at five to ten
knots, so a favourite trick of the locals is to go out in a canoe tied to the shore
or tied to a mid-stream log and fish from there.

Overnight Osi family home, Lower Tauri River. (Catfish for dinner.)

LOWER TAURI RIVER

Second day of riverbank fishing and tied-canoe fishing in the lower Tauri River.
By this time you are an expert and the competition is on between you and your
guide for the biggest catch.

Explore the rainforest in the hinterland and visit other hamlets along the
riverbank.

Overnight Tauri Village or Putei Mission.

Overnight Osi family home, Lower Tauri River. (Catfish for dinner.)
TERAPO BRIDGE / PORT MORESBY
Road transfer to Port Moresby, arrive by midday and check in for your

afternoon flight. Includes packed punch at airport if required.

Tour ends

1. This tour involves travel to a remote area where medical facilities are not available.
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